WREP FISCAL YEAR (FY) 2023 Proposal Template 

Executive Summary (limited to 2 pages) include: 

· Project title
· Project description

· Lead director with contact info
· Partners

· Total acres

· Total budget (federal and non) 
Responses to Ranking Criteria Questions (limit responses to 1 page each)
1. Describe how the partner(s) will provide administrative support for processing WRE applications. This may include: assisting NRCS field staff with completing all required forms for the program; assisting NRCS field staff with collecting information needed to determine land and landowner eligibility; acquiring and reviewing Environmental Due Diligence reports; and acquiring boundary surveys or appraisals for offered easement areas in accordance with NRCS specifications.

2. Describe how the partner(s) will provide technical services which may include planning and/or design of the WRE project restoration-per NRCS specifications. (NRCS will spot check only)

3. Describe how the partner(s) will provide support with one or more of the following administrative or technical tasks: acquiring restoration contractors; completing permitting requirements; completing construction oversight; and design check out-per NRCS specifications.

4. Partners have identified areas with high historically underserved (HU) landowners in project area and will provide focused outreach to them including workshops or one-on-one conversations to explain the Agricultural Land Easement (ALE) and Wetland Reserve Easement (WRE) Components of the Agricultural Conservation Easement Program.  Partner will assist landowner in determining whether WRE or ALE is the best fit for their property and goals. To get full points for this partner will need to show they have identified HU landowners and engaged with local partners able to hold an ALE.

5. Describe how you will assist HU applicants with completing application materials.

6. Describe how you will assist HU applicants with resolving unacceptable title encumbrances to ensure project can move forward including ensuring offered areas have appropriate legal access; review title and all exceptions and work to clear title encumbrances that are not compatible with a WRE prior to acquisition.
7. Describe how you will assist HU applicants with resolving Heir's property issues.
8. Describe how the proposal specifically address habitat needs in a location within one of the initiative areas on the FY 2022 Conservation Initiatives Map and describe how it will benefit the goals and objectives of the initiative.

9. Describe how the proposal will improve habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife.

10. Describe how the proposal will provide direct benefits to wetland dependent Federal or State listed T&E species.

11. Describe in detail how you have engaged with a local HU focused entity to collaborate on providing outreach to HU landowners. This must be documented by letter of support from a local HU focused entity that briefly describes planned collaboration.
Additional Proposal Documents
· Map of the Project Area with Identified Priority Target Areas 
· Project Budget Table (Table should be broken out by year and activity)

· Project Timeline (Projects are limited to three years.)
