	
	
	



EXHIBIT AE – To National Instruction 440-310  

EQIP Working Lands for Wildlife (WLFW) Gopher Tortoise (GOTO) Ranking Guidance
1) States must create ranking pools using the EQIP WLFW GOTO National Ranking Template and guidance in 440-CPM-530-D-530.34 and -530-R-530.401A.

2) This ranking pool/spending plan must be associated with the “G Tortoise WLFW” account type in ProTracts.
3) NI-440-307.32 provides instructions for any ESA compliance associated with WLFW GOTO under the biological opinion/conference opinion.
4) Applicability:

a) The following question must be used in the “Applicability” section of the ranking pool display group for GOTO:

i) Does the PLU intersect the national WLFW GOTO project boundary layer filename “WLFW_Gopher_Tortoise_ProjectBndy_FY21” in the CART geoportal?

ii) States must use the national layer for the WLFW GOTO project boundary. 

iii) Land unit qualification = ANY
5) Resources:
a) The following questions must be included in the “Resources” section of the ranking pool display group for WLFW GOTO:
i) Habitat priority – Proximity to the priority area for conservation (PAC) filename “WLFW_Gopher_Tortoise_PriorityArea_FY21” in the CART geoportal. Only choose one answer (25 points max). 

(1) PLU intersects PAC = 25
(2) PLU does not intersect PAC = 0

(ii) Direct Target Species Benefits – Based on NRCS confirmation of visual siting, database, or species expert documentation. Only choose one answer (50 points max).
(1) The PLU is occupied by GOTO = 50
(2) The PLU is not occupied by GOTO = 0

(iii) Direct Target Population Benefits – Based on participant self-certification (due to general lack of survey data on private lands). Only choose one answer (25 points max).
(1) >250+ adult GOTO on PLU = 25  

(2) >50 but less than 250 adult GOTO on PLU = 20
(3) >5 but <50 adult GOTO on PLU = 10 point
(4) GOTO occupancy null or <5 individuals on PLU = 0
(iv) Threats Addressed - Reference WHEG. Only choose one answer (100 points max). 

(1) A prescribed burn during the growing season and firebreak is planned on the PLU to improve GOTO habitat characteristics. = 100
(2) A wildlife habitat planting meeting CP-420 standards is planned on the PLU. = 100
(3) A prescribed burn in any season and firebreak are planned on the PLU. = 90
(4) At least one of the following other priority conservation practices is planned on the PLU: timber stand improvement, brush management. = 75
(5) At least one of the following practices is planned on the PLU: livestock use exclusion as part of a prescribed grazing plan, invasive species control. = 30 
(6) The PLU planning includes tree and shrub establishment practice with the planting rate <500 trees per acre. = 30

(7) The PLU planning includes tree and shrub establishment practice with the planting rate > 500 trees per acre and <605 trees per acre. = 20

(8) Any other practice in the GOTO BO/CO is planned on the PLU. = 5
States must not exceed 200 points per category - Resource and Program Questions.

Tie Breaker—States must use the efficiency score calculated in the CART ranking when a tie breaker is needed between one or more EQIP applications. When using the tie breaker, NRCS must select the application with the highest efficiency score first.
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