530.320 H  CSP Renewals and the 2-Year Ineligibility Period

CSP Renewals and the 2-Year Ineligibility Period
Regulatory reference 7 CFR Section 1470.26(c)—

“NRCS will determine a participant ineligible for a new CSP contract on an agricultural operation for 2 years following expiration of their prior contract if the participant does not enter a renewal contract on the agricultural operation at the end of the prior contract period.”
Policy reference 440-CPM-530, Section 530.302C(4)—

NRCS must determine a participant ineligible for a new CSP contract on an agricultural operation for 2 years following expiration of their existing contract if the participant does not enter into a renewal contract regardless of the reason for not entering into a renewal contract.  This includes when the renewal application does not rank highly enough for NRCS to select it for funding.
	Scenario
	Ineligible for New Contract?  

(i.e., Subject to 2-year ineligible period)

	Participant chooses not to apply for renewal
	Yes

	Participant applies for renewal and NRCS selects renewal application for funding
	NA

	Participant applies for renewal and NRCS does not select application for funding
	Yes

	Participant applies for renewal, but NRCS determines them ineligible for renewal because the participant—
· Is not in compliance with their existing contract

· Does not meet applicant, land, or stewardship threshold requirements as a result of their own actions (e.g., is unwilling to select from the available additional activities to meet the renewal stewardship threshold requirements)
	Yes

	Participant has two existing contracts, obligated in two different years.  Participant allows the first contract to expire without applying for renewal.  The next year, the participant applies for renewal for the second contract and includes all land in the operation in the renewal application, including the land from the contract that expired in the previous year.
	No.  The regulation authorizes the producer to enroll newly acquired land in the renewal contract. By policy, NRCS considers newly eligible land the same as newly acquired.  Land previously enrolled in CSP under contract one, was not eligible for enrollment when the participant entered into contract two; therefore, land under contract one meets the criteria of newly eligible land for inclusion in the renewal of contract two.


