530.141I  Administrative Review Control of Land Letter

CERTIFIED MAIL-RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
<<Date>>
<<Name and address of participant>>
Contract # <<enter #>>
Dear <<Participant name>>:

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is required to review self-certifications that were made by applicants at the time of application.  In your application for the <<insert contract year>> <<insert program name (program abbreviation)>>, you self-certified that you have control of the contracted land.  NRCS determined that you were eligible for the program based upon this self-certification.  NRCS must verify whether you have control of land prior to approving your contract, prior to processing a payment, and during the annual status review of your contract. 
When possible, NRCS uses Farm Service Agency (FSA) records to complete these verification reviews.  However, upon initial review, we were unable to verify that the land included in your contract is under your control.  It is possible that you need to update your records at FSA to reflect your control of the land, but this process sometimes requires time to be added in the FSA records system.  Therefore, in order to verify your eligibility for this review, we ask that you provide documentation to confirm you <<had control of the land at the time you submitted your program application.>> OR <<currently have control of the land.>>
The word “control” means possession of the land by ownership, written lease, or other agreement.  If you are a tenant, you must provide NRCS with written evidence or assurance of control from the landowner.  When a land unit in the contract has multiple landowners, only one is required to sign control of land documents.  However, when a contract contains multiple land units, each with a different landowner, signed control of land documents must be provided for each land unit. 
Please provide the requested information within 30 calendar days of the date of receipt of this letter.  If you are unable to provide the requested information, please contact our office to determine appropriate corrective action to avoid contract violation.  If the information that you provide fails to verify program eligibility, NRCS may determine that your contract is in violation, which may result in your contract being terminated.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.  You may securely view and interact with your NRCS Conservation Records through www.Farmers.gov.  If you have any questions, please contact me by phone at <<(XXX) XXX-XXXX>> or email at <<first.lastname>>@usda.gov.  
Respectfully, 

<<Enter DC name>>

District Conservationist

cc: Assistant State Conservationist for Field Operations
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