Title 440 – Conservation Programs Manual

Part 504 – Technical Service Provider Assistance

Subpart F – Measurement and Accountability System
504.60  Reporting System
A.  TSP, in accordance with their Certification Agreement, must report the technical services they perform. In order to document TSP accomplishments, TSPs must provide the following information to the field office where the land unit is located within 30 days of completion of work:

(1)  TSP Name & TSP Number
(2)  Customer Name

(3)  Program

(4)  Location of Work (i.e., State/Pacific Basin Area/Caribbean Area, County, Conservation District, Land Tract Identifier)

(5)  Land Use

(6)  Conservation Practice Standard/Conservation Activity Plan Name, Amount, and Units

(7)  Service Type (i.e., Planning and/or Application)

B.  TSPs may use NRCS-developed reporting template (see subpart I of this manual) or use their own forms. The reporting form will indicate that the technical services provided by the TSP—

(1)  Comply with all applicable Federal, State, Tribal, and local laws and requirements.

(2)  Meet applicable NRCS conservation practice standards, specifications, and program requirements.

(3)  Are consistent with and meet the particular conservation program goals and objectives.

(4)  Incorporate, where appropriate, lowest-cost alternatives that address the resource concern.

C.  NRCS State staff will transfer information about the work performed by the TSP into the Accountability Information Management System (AIMS) per Title 340, General Manual (GM), Part 403, Subpart B, “Performance Documentation” (http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/viewerFS.aspx?hid=19235) at least quarterly in order to measure and monitor the use, performance and accomplishments of conservation work performed by TSPs.

504.61  Quality Assurance and Spot Checking
NRCS is responsible for quality assurance and spot checking work performed by TSPs. NRCS quality assurance policy and guidance can be found in 450-GM, Part 407, “Documentation, Certification, and Spot Checking” (http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/RollupViewer.aspx?hid=25728).
504.62  Compliance With Statutory and Regulatory Requirements
A.  NRCS is required to comply with the National Environment Policy Act (NEPA), Endangered Species Act (ESA), and National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), as well as a number of other Federal requirements for the protection of the environment, and these requirements may not be delegated to TSPs.  These responsibilities are outlined in 190-GM and Title 190, National Environmental Compliance Handbook, Part 610 (http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/viewerFS.aspx?hid=39467).  TSPs are not required to complete Form NRCS-CPA-52, although they may provide information for NRCS to use in completing the form.
B.  NRCS is legally responsible for all decision-making and consultation required of Federal agencies related to compliance with resources protection laws, such as the NHPA, ESA, and NEPA, when the planning and application of a conservation practice may have an impact.  Compliance with these authorities is documented through the NRCS planning process on Form NRCS-CPA-52. NRCS must provide TSPs with information about areas of protected resources to avoid or mitigate and about any agreed-upon mitigation measures.
C.  TSPs contracted with NRCS to gather information to satisfy compliance with the NHPA must meet the Secretary of Interior’s professional qualification standards. These standards are specified in section 112(a)(1)(A) of the act and in the implementing regulations for section 106 of the NHPA at 800.2(a)(1) and 800.2(a)(3). Such TSPs will be used in accordance with section 800.2(a)(3) (“Use of Contractors”).
D.  TSPs should work with the participants to help ensure that all approvals, authorities, rights, permits, and easements necessary for the implementation, operation, and maintenance of conservation practices have been obtained prior to practice installation.
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