Title 440 – Conservation Programs Manual


Part 504 – Technical Service Provider Assistance

Subpart D – Technology, Technological Tools, and Training
504.40  Availability of Technology and Technological Tools
To the extent practical, NRCS will—
(1)  Make technology and technological tools available to technical service providers (TSPs) through NRCS Web sites.
(2)  Provide training opportunities to TSPs.
504.41  Technical Service Provider Training
A.  As needed, NRCS will provide training opportunities to potential TSPs in areas of technical expertise when there is a lack of training resources outside of the agency. Training opportunities may include areas such as NRCS regulations, policies, procedures, processes, and business and technical tools unique to NRCS. The NRCS may also provide training in conservation planning to address opportunities, concerns, and problems related to the use of natural resources. This includes training on the plan development criteria requirements for conservation activity plans (CAPs) and the NRCS standards and specifications for conservation practice standards.

B.  NRCS will work with recommending organizations, academia, Tribes, other governmental and public agencies, private sector entities, and other entities to offer and publicize the availability of training opportunities for potential TSPs.

C.  NRCS will develop and maintain online courses that TSPs may take to obtain or maintain TSP certification.  Online courses for TSPs can be found on AgLearn (http://www.aglearn.usda.gov/) and the Science and Technology Web site (http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/programs/technical/tsp/?cid=stelprdb1043038).
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