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SAMPLE LETTER APPROVAL OF ENTITY CERTIFICATION REQUEST
[Date]
[Entity Name]
[Address]
[City, State, ZIP]
RE:  Entity Certification Request Acceptance
Dear [Entity Name],

NRCS has received and reviewed your request to become a certified eligible entity under the agricultural land easement component of the Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP-ALE).  NRCS is pleased to notify you that your request for certification has been approved and you are hereby a certified eligible entity for the ACEP-ALE program purposes.  
As a certified eligible entity, if you have parcels selected by NRCS to receive ACEP-ALE cost-share assistance, you are authorized to carry out the actions required by ACEP-ALE with greater independence and without significant NRCS involvement in accordance with the terms and conditions of the “ACEP-ALE Grant Agreement for Certified Eligible Entities” (“ACEP-ALE Grant Agreement”).  Please be aware, your status as a certified entity under the ACEP ALE does not guarantee that you will have parcels selected for funding or receive ACEP-ALE cost-share assistance.  If you have parcels selected for funding, your ability to acquire ACEP-ALE easements on those selected parcels as a certified eligible entity is contingent upon execution of the ACEP-ALE Grant Agreement, the terms and conditions of which will not be modified.  
As a certified entity you agree to use the easement valuation methodologies identified in the ACEP regulation at 7 CFR Section 1468.24.  If you anticipate using an easement methodology other than an individual USPAP or UASFLA appraisal, please submit your request to the State Conservationist in accordance with the terms of the published ACEP-ALE Grant Agreement.  You must receive approval from NRCS to use an alternative easement valuation methodology prior to entering into an ACEP-ALE Grant Agreement.  
If you enter into an ACEP-ALE Grant Agreement with NRCS, NRCS will conduct annual quality assurance reviews of a subset of the ACEP-ALE transactions and annual monitoring reports to ensure you continue to meet the certification requirements.  Your status as a certified entity remains effective throughout the duration of the Agricultural Act of 2014 or until the expiration of any funded ACEP-ALE Grant Agreements, whichever is longer, unless you are decertified as a result of the findings of the annual quality assurance reviews conducted by NRCS.  NRCS is committed to our mutual success in delivering ACEP-ALE and will work with you if issues are identified in the quality assurance reviews.
Again thank you for your interest and desire to participate in ACEP-ALE as a certified entity. NRCS looks forward to continuing a fruitful collaboration with you to protect our agricultural and natural resources through ACEP-ALE.  Please continue to work through the State Conservationist on the submission of applications for consideration of funding through ACEP-ALE and please contact [State ALE contact information] if you have questions.
Sincerely,

[Name]
STATE CONSERVATIONIST   

Natural Resources Conservation Service
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