Title 390 – National Watershed Program Manual

Part 505 – Postinstallation Assistance

Subpart E – Completion of Federal Interest

505.40  Introduction

A.  Completion of Federal interest applies to measures that have not reached their evaluated life.  Completion of Federal interest is taking a measure out of service in an environmentally sound and safe manner or when the Federal Government’s financial interest has been purchased by the sponsoring local organization (SLO) or another entity. 

B.  At any time during the evaluated life of a structure, an SLO or third party may want to purchase all the rights and responsibilities of a structure for their use.  If it is determined to be in the best interest of the Federal Government, the NRCS may work with the SLO or third party to divest its interest and responsibilities in the structure.

C.  Completion of Federal interest must be documented for the considered works of improvement.

505.41  Procedure

A.  The need for completion of Federal interest is to be documented by a program report.  The report is to contain specifics as to what caused the situation, alternatives considered, estimated cost, and selected alternative.  An informational copy of the final report is to be sent to director of the Conservation Engineering Division for all work authorized by the State Conservationist (STC).

B.  When the Federal Government’s financial interest is purchased by the SLO or another entity, calculation of the remaining benefits not yet accrued in the measure will determine the value of the Federal interest.  

C.  The completion of Federal interest must be documented by an exchange of correspondence from the STC to the SLOs and third party, if applicable. The exchange of correspondence identifies the project measure and the expiration of the operation and maintenance (O&M) agreement for the project measure.  A copy of the exchange of correspondence must be provided to the director of the Conservation Engineering Division.

D.  Modification must be made to the O&M agreement to reflect the completion of Federal interest of the installed measure or measures where the agreement includes more than one measure.
505.42  Technical Assistance

NRCS may provide technical assistance for completion of Federal interest work using conservation technical assistance (CTA) funds.  NRCS may continue to provide technical assistance for the measure upon request.  The SLO should request assistance in writing to the STC and specify the type of assistance needed.  The STC will determine the level of technical assistance depending on funding and staff resource.
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