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Part 540 – Operation and Management 

Subpart D – Exhibits 

540.88  General Outline for an Official Plant Release Notice for all Release 
Types 

The following is a template and guideline for preparing release notices.  Content may vary 
slightly depending on the type of release.  Summaries of all supporting documentation 
(collection site information, superior performance, etc.) should be included within the release 
notice. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 

CITY, STATE 
and 

NAME OF COOPERATOR(S) 
CITY, STATE 

NOTICE OF RELEASE OF <RELEASE NAME> <COMMON NAME> 
The Natural Resources Conservation Service, U.S.  Department of Agriculture and <Cooperator 
Name> announce the naming and release of <Release Name> <common name> (<Scientific 
name Author>).  <Release Name > <common name> has been assigned the NRCS Accession 
number <XXXXXXX> and the PI number <XXXXXX>. 

If this is a pre-varietal release indicate the rationale for releasing it, e.g., there is a high demand 
or conservation need for materials of this level, additional selection or testing is not warranted, 
etc. 

Collection Site Information:  Include information such as site location (longitude and 
latitude), county, and State.  Also note physiographic characteristics about site: soil series, 
taxonomy, pH, texture slope; elevation; aspect; hydrology (on wetland); climate; mean 
temperatures (low, high, averages, extremes, seasonal; mean annual precipitation); associated 
plants (habitat type, community).  This section may not be appropriate depending on the 
method of selection.  At a minimum, the range where initial collections were made should be 
included.  For releases which are single collections and essentially unaltered include full 
collection site information.  For composite releases (many collections) it may be useful to 
include a table of the collection sites.  

Description:  Include a botanical description of plant: vegetative, floral, and seed 
characteristics; method of pollination, if known.  Life history information from the literature 
review can be included here.  This description should be specific to the plant being released and 
not a general description of the species.  For cultivars and tested releases indicate the improved 
or unique characteristics for the plant release.  For releases where there is significant variation 
indicate the extent of variation. 

Method of Breeding and Selection:  Identify how many collections/accessions were involved 
in initial evaluations, standards for comparison, what traits were selected for, how selection was 
made, and the time period over which initial evaluations were conducted.  Identify any breeding 
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methods used to develop the release.  Include a table summarizing the most convincing 
evaluation for this release if appropriate. 

Provide detailed information about advanced evaluations, including number and location of 
evaluation sites, time period, selection methods used, data compiled for evaluated traits.  For 
pre-varietal releases include any criteria used for any selection which was done, or indicate if 
there was no selection. 

Ecological Considerations and Evaluation:  State the methods used to determine any 
potential impact of the release on the environment.  State the effects the release might have on 
the environment and any limitations or cautions to its conservation use or geographic area of 
use.  Include any significant negative or positive attributes on the Environmental Evaluation 
that should be disclosed. 

Conservation Use:  State conservation applications for which the plant release is 
recommended.  Indicate which traits make this plant suitable for particular functions.  Be as 
detailed and specific as possible.  This section might be broken into two parts – one part 
indicating the conservation uses which were tested and are known and the other part indicating 
potential conservation uses. 

Area of Adaptation:  Provide information regarding areas suitable for establishment and 
growth of the released material.  Include such details as soil type, hydrology (if applicable), 
elevation, precipitation, hardiness/heat tolerance zones, and MLRA designations.  DO NOT 
include a general description of the range of the species or the range found in PLANTS.  For 
cultivars, the area of adaptation should be well known and described.  For pre-varietal releases 
indicate where the release is intended to be used or the limited range of its testing.  For all 
releases also indicate if the release should not be used in a certain area or under certain 
conditions. 

Release Production:  Indicate any special requirements for producing seed or plants of the 
release.  This may include limitations of generations or years of production, requirements of 
certification classes, etc. 

Availability of Plant Materials:  State which generation of seed (Breeder, Foundation) will be 
maintained by the Plant Materials Center and where seed or other propagules of the plant 
release can be obtained.  Include any limitations of generations which may be applicable to 
seed producers. 

References: 

List any sources used in preparation of notice. 

Example:  Brown, B. B.  1947.  Wetland Plants of the Intermountain West.  Mountain 
Publishers.  Aberdeen, ID. 

Prepared by: 

Provide name(s) and address(es) of individuals responsible for preparation of notice. 

  



Title 190 – National Plant Materials Manual 

(190-V-NPMM, Fourth Edition, July 2010) 
3 

Signatures for the release of: 
<Release Name> <common name> (<Scientific name>) 

 
 

__________________________________   ____________ 

Name         Date 

State Conservationist         

United States Department of Agriculture 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

City, State 

 
 

__________________________________   ____________ 

Name         Date 

Director         

Cooperating Agency 

City, State 

 

 

__________________________________   ____________ 

Name         Date 

Director, Ecological Sciences Division       

United States Department of Agriculture 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Washington, D.C. 
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