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CORAL REEFS 
EVALUATION PROCEDURE GUIDE SHEET 

STEP 1 

Are coral reefs or associated water bodies (e.g., embayment areas) present in or near the planning area? 

If "No," additional evaluation is not needed concerning coral reefs.  Document the finding on the 
NRCS-CPA-52 and proceed with planning. 

If “Yes,” go to Step 2. Note:  If there are any endangered or threatened species of coral inhabiting the 
coral reef ecosystem you must also fill out the Endangered and Threatened Species Guide Sheet. 

STEP 2 

Is there a potential for the proposed action or alternative to degrade the conditions of the coral reef ecosystem? 
(Refer to the U.S. Coral Reef Task Force Web site for local action strategies in your area.) 

If "No," additional evaluation is not needed concerning coral reefs.  Document the finding on the 
NRCS-CPA-52 and proceed with planning. 

If “Yes,” go to Step 3.  

STEP 3 

Can the action or alternative be modified to reduce or avoid degradation to the coral reef ecosystem? 

If "No," identify the components of the system that will cause the potential impacts.  Document the 
effects, including the reasons, on the NRCS-CPA-52.  Go to Step 4. 

If “Yes,” modify the action or alternative and repeat Step 2. 

STEP 4 

Is NRCS providing financial assistance or otherwise controlling the action? 

If "No," go to Step 5 

If “Yes,” the significance of the impacts must be determined.  An environmental assessment (EA) or 
environmental impact statement (EIS) may be required.  Contact your State office for assistance and, if 
you are the RFO, select option 5) in section Q of  the NRCS-CPA-52. 

STEP 5 

Will a Federal agency other than NRCS provide funding or otherwise control implementation of the action? 

If "No," and degradation of the reefs is unavoidable, provide the client with information regarding the 
current status of U.S. coral reefs and the documented causes of degradation (including sedimentation and 
nutrient runoff), and the beneficial aspects of maintaining coral reefs. 

If “Yes,” the significance of the impacts must be determined.  An EA or EIS may be required.  
Document this on the NRCS-CPA-52, with a description of the potential impacts, and provide a copy of 
the form to the Federal agency providing funding or controlling the action if it is not NRCS.  Inform the 
client and proceed with planning. 


