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SAMPLE LETTER PRE-CLOSING CROP HARVEST AUTHORIZATION   
 
[Date] 
 
[Landowner’s Name] 
[Address] 
[City, State, ZIP Code] 
 
Re:  Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) Pre-closing Crop Harvest Authorization 
 
Contract Number: ____________________ 
 
Dear [Landowners]: 
 
Operation of land enrolled in WRP, including planting and harvesting of crops, is under the 
control of the landowner until the WRP [easement is recorded or 30-year contract is executed, or 
restoration cost-share agreement is approved].  Any crops planted before the [easement is 
recorded, 30-year contract is executed, or restoration cost-share agreement is approved] may be 
harvested after the [easement is recorded, 30-year contract is executed, or restoration cost-share 
agreement is approved] if authorized in writing by NRCS.  The WRP [easement, contract, or 
restoration cost-share agreement] on your land is scheduled to be [closed, executed, or approved] 
on [date].   
 
NRCS is aware that you have already planted crops this year; therefore, this letter is to serve as 
written authorization that you may harvest those crops planted prior to the WRP [easement being 
recorded, 30-year contract being executed, or restoration cost-share agreement being approved] 
once the [easement, 30-year contract, or restoration cost-share agreement] is ultimately executed.  
Any future planting or harvesting of crops once the [easement, 30-year contract, or restoration 
cost-share agreement is in place] is prohibited, unless specifically authorized by NRCS through a 
compatible use authorization.   
 
It is your responsibility to contact the Farm Service Agency (FSA) to determine the impacts of 
your enrollment in WRP on any base acres, allotment history, or program payments.  FSA will 
be provided a copy of this harvest authorization letter for their records.   

 
Land enrolled in a WRP easement is ineligible for any other USDA program payment for the life 
of the easement.  Any existing cropland base and allotment history for enrolled acres will be 
permanently retired at the time the easement is recorded.  You, and your leasee (if applicable), 
are advised to contact your local FSA and NRCS field office prior to the easement’s recording to 
determine how enrollment in a WRP easement will affect your other program benefits. 

Please contact [NRCS contact name] at [phone number] or [email address] if you have any 
questions.   
 
Sincerely, 



 
 

 

 
 
 
[Name of State WRP Manager] 
State WRP Manager 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
 
 

Enclosures 
 
cc: District Conservationist 
 Local FSA CED 
 


