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Fagus grandifolia var. grandifolia Erhr.	 FACU

Symbol: FAGR

Common name: American beech

Leaves:
	 texture – thin, pale to yellowish green

	 margins – sharply to coarsely serrate

	 base – mostly cuneate, rounded to subcordate

Fruit: 	prickers longer (4–10 mm), spreading, erect, or 
sometimes recurved

Range: 	Nova Scotia to Minnesota and south to Texas 
and Florida

Habitat:	Native tree occurring in rich upland soils and 
is a more northern variety even though it can 
be found in the south
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Fagus grandifolia var. caroliniana (Loud.) Fern. and Rehd.*	  FAC+

Symbol: FAGRC

Common name: Carolina beech, white beech

Leaves: 
	 texture – thicker, dark green

	 apex – strongly acuminate

	 margins – teeth smaller to merely denticulate

	 base – rounded or subcordate

Fruit:	 prickers fewer and shorter (1–3 mm) abruptly 
reflexed from the base

Range:	Massachusetts to southern Illinois and 
Missouri and south to Florida and Texas

Habitat: 	Native tree occurring in moist or lowland 
woods, bottomlands, and margins of swamp 
boarders. It is a more southern variety as 
compared to the typical var. grandifolia. 

*	 Note on taxonomy: Recent changes in taxonomy 
have submerged (i.e., lumped) var. caroliniana into 
F. grandifolia. Although var. caroliniana is no lon-
ger viewed taxonomically as a variety distinct from 
F. grandifolia, populations displaying the greater 
hydrology tolerances represented by the former var. 
caroliniana exist and can be identified morphologi-
cally. The map shown represents the distribution of 
Fagus grandifolia var. caroliniana.
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Nyssa sylvatica Marsh							       FAC

Symbol: NYSY 

*Synonym as appears in the 1988 National List: 
Nyssa sylvatica var. typica Fern

Common names: black gum, sourgum

Leaves:
	 shape – obovate to widely elliptic

	 texture – thin and membranous

	 apex – short acuminate

	 base – acuminate to cuneate

	 margins – with one or more small, dentate teeth

Fruit: 	(2) 3 to 4 fruits clustered at the end of the pe-
duncle

Fruiting times: August to September

Range: 	Maine to Missouri, south into Texas and 
Florida

Habitat:	Native tree growing solitary to widely spaced 
in uplands and low woods
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Nyssa biflora Walt.	 FACW+

Symbol: NYBI

*Synonym as appears in the 1988 National List: 
Nyssa sylvatica var. biflora (Walt.) Sarg.

Common name: swamp tupelo

Leaves:

	 shape – elliptic to lance-elliptic (oblanceolate)

	 texture –	 thick and stiff, coriaceous, nonmembra-
nous

	 apex – acute to obtuse or rounded

	 base – cuneate

	 margins –	entire (one or two small dentate teeth 
may be found on seedlings and stump 
sprouts)

Fruits: 2 (3) in a cluster at the ends of the peduncle

Fruiting dates: August to September

Range: Texas to Florida and north into New Jersey

Habitat: 	Native tree of inundated swamps, low woods, 
and wet areas
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Quercus falcata Michx.	 FACU

Symbol: QUFA

*Synonym as appears in the 1988 National List: 
Quercus falcata var. falcata (Michx.) Nutt

Common name:	southern red oak, red oak, Spanish 
oak, southern bell

Leaves:

	 shape – 	variable but usually with 3 to 5 main lobes 
and with additional shallow lobes toward 
the tip, often resembling a bell

	 lobes – 	falcate and irregular, the apical lobes abrupt-
ly smaller than the main lobes

	 texture – leaf undersurface densely gray tomentose

	 base – rounded

Terminal buds: gray tomentose

Twigs: gray tomentose

Trunk: dark brown to nearly black

Flowering: March

Range: 	New Jersey to Missouri and south to Texas and 
Florida

Habitat: Native tree of sandy plains
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Quercus pagoda Raf.	 FACW 

Symbol: QUPA5

*Synonym as appears in the 1988 National List: 
Quercus falcata var. pagodifolia (Michx.) Ell. 

Common name: cherrybark oak, pagoda oak

Leaves: 

	 shape – 	broader than Q. falcata and with more blade 
tissue, somewhat resembling Q. rubra (red 
oak)

	 lobes –	regularly 7 to 11 single-pointed lobes at right 
angles to the midvein, diminishing in size 
toward the apex in a regular and gradual pat-
tern, not strongly falcate

	 texture – 	leaf undersurface only pubescent and not 
densely tomentose

	 base – sharply angled

Trunk: reddish brown to nearly black

Flowering: April to May

Range: 	North Florida to Louisiana and north to 
Missouri and Maryland

Habitat: 	Native tree of rich, moist areas and bottom-
lands
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