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C.  Sign-Up 06-01, Tier III – Riparian Corridors 
 
 
The CSP 06-01 sign-up announcement revised Tier III conservation standards – minimum 
level of treatment for riparian corridors. 
 
The minimum requirement for riparian corridors is considered achieved when the streams and 
natural drainages within the agricultural operation include natural vegetation, or a riparian 
forest buffer or herbaceous buffer that extends at least 2.5 times the channel width on either 
side of the stream or 10 meters in width, whichever is less. 
 
For CSP purposes streams and natural drainages are considered streams having perennial flow 
(blue line on the USGS topographical maps) or seasonal streams (intermittent broken lines on 
the USGS topographical maps). 
 
USGS topographical maps should not solely be used to determine seasonal streams. A 
seasonal stream is a stream that contains water for only part of the year but more than just 
during and/or after a heavy rainfall event or snowmelt. Seasonal streams do not include: 

 
Wetlands of any type, 
Terrace channels, 
Grass or sod waterways, 
Gullies, 
Narrow or wide wash, 
Roadside ditches, 
Well, spring or seep, 
Marsh or swamp, 
Center pivot irrigation corners, 
Irrigation canals, 
Tail water recovery pit/systems. 
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