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NATIONAL HANDBOOK OF CONSERVATION PRACTICES,  NOTICE 118
450-IV

Purpose. This notice transmits new or revised conservation practice standards for insertion
in the National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP).  In addition, notes are included for
clarification.

Effective Date. This notice is effective when received.

Explanation.

Contour Buffer Strips  (332).    This new standard provides guidance for the establishment of
narrow strips established to permanent vegetation and alternated between wider strips used for
crop production.

Filter Strip  (393A).    This revised standard increases the minimum acceptable width of a filter
strip from 10 feet to 20 feet.  A complete revision of this standard is in progress to bring it up to
date technically and into conformance with current format policy.

Tree & Shrub Pruning  (660A).    This revised standard clarifies the conditions where the prac-
tice applies and the criteria.  Diagrams have been included for added clarification.

Riparian Forest Buffer (391A).    This revised standard contains the following changes.  Refer-
ence to zone 3 was added to the last paragraph under “additional criteria”, the second para-
graph under “considerations”, and the fourth paragraph under “operation and maintenance.”

Pest Management  (595A).    This revised standard changes the “conditions where practice
applies” to include all land where pest control is needed.

Manure Transfer  (634).    This new standard provides guidance for conveying manure from
the point of origin to a storage facility and from a storage facility to agricultural land for final
utilization.

Covered Anaerobic Lagoon  (360).     This standard issued in 1996 as a national interim stan-
dard has been canceled.
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Instructions.

Replace the “Contents” pages in NHCP with the attached revised version dated
July 1997.

Insert the new or revised standards in the NHCP in alphabetical order as desig-
nated on the revised “Contents” pages.

Remove the practice standards for Riparian Forest Buffer (391) dated May 96,
Filter Strip (393) dated April 82, Tree/Shrub Pruning (660) dated June 94, and
Pest Management (595) dated June 90.  Retain them in archived status until
there is no further use for them.

Remove the national interim practice standard for Covered Anaerobic Lagoon
(360) dated May 96.  States that are presently using this standard or that choose
to use it in the future should issue it as a state interim standard.

One hard copy of this notice and the attachments are being sent to all States, Regional Offices,
Institutes, Centers, and Cooperating Scientists. NRCS will no longer store forms and publica-
tions at the Consolidated Forms and Publications Distribution Center in Landover, Maryland.  All
forms and publications will be stored, printed, and/or ordered from the General Services Admin-
istration (GSA) National Forms and Publication Center used by NRCS.  Refer to General
Manual (GM) notice 120-ADS, Circular No. 4 (Part 403), dated June 5, 1997,  for procurement
instructions.

Copies of this notice and each of the conservation practice standards included with it can be
accessed electronically.  Access can be through either the NRCS Home Page on the World
Wide Web (WWW) or from the FTP server in Fort Worth, Texas.  Guidance for electronic access
of standards is contained in NHCP Notice 116.

Federal Register Notices

The National Conservation Practice Standards Subcommittee (NCPSS) published notice of
intent to adopt these standards in the Federal Register on February 27, 1997.  Comments were
accepted for sixty days.  Although a number of individuals requested copies of these proposed
standards, none submitted comments about them.

NHCP Notice 117 provided initial guidance to the states for complying with the provisions of the
1996 farm bill that require advertising for public comment prior to revising NRCS state technical
guides.  Federal Register notices prepared by the states to comply with the rule should be sent
to:

Office of the Federal Register
800 North Capitol Street,  Room 700
Room 700
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The Office of the Federal Register charges for publishing notices.  The cost is $408.00 for a
full page and $136.00 per column.  A single Federal Register page contains three columns.
Notices that require less than a page are billed by the column.  Notices that require more
than a full page are billed for one full page and for the number of additional columns required
for the second page. The notice for NHCP-117 required one column.  A copy of the Federal
Register noticed published for NHCP-117 is attached.

Regional and State Offices are encouraged to cooperate and coordinate the publishing of
notices in the Federal Register.  A single notice can include information for two or more states.

Questions concerning these procedures for publishing in the Federal Register should be
directed to Peter Zeck, Program Analyst in Management Services Division, NRCS, Washing-
ton, D.C.  Mr. Zeck can be reached at 202-690-4860.

Interim Conservation Practice Standards

NHCP Notice 116 included information about the future use of National Interim Conservation
Practice Standards.  The Natonal Technical Guide Committee has since determined that
national interim standards will not be issued.  In the future, technical guidance for interim
technologies that may have widespread application will be provided in the form of models for
interim conservation practice standards that can be implemented by states.

NHCP Notice 116 empowered State Conservationists to approve interim standards.  Prior to
making such approvals, State Conservationists shall determine that proposed interim stan-
dards have the support of the state technical specialists responsible for the technologies
contained in them.

Effective with NHCP Notice 118 is the policy of having the NCPSS issue practice codes for all
conservation practice standards, including interim standards issued by states.  This will be
reflected in the forth coming revision of the General Manual concerning standards.  This policy
has been implemented at the request of Conservation Operations Division and Quality Man-
agement and Program Evaluation Division.  Practice codes for state issued interim standards
can be obtained by contacting Charles H. Lander, Chairman of the NCPSS.   Mr. Lander can
be reached by telephone: 202-690-0249, or email: charles.lander@usda.gov.

FRANK BUSBY
Deputy Chief for Science and Technology
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